HISTORY DEPARTMENT HONORS PROGRAM APPLICATION
University at Buffalo

DESCRIPTION OF THE HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program in history offers students additional intellectual challenges, based on
participation in an honors seminar and the production of a substantial thesis based on primary
source research. Students enjoy the reward of finishing a prolonged, independent project
mentored by a faculty member. Majors who complete at least four history courses with a
minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.33 (B+) or who have a letter of support from a
faculty member willing to supervise their project are eligible to apply for admission to the
History department Honors Program. To complete this program, students fulfill the standard
requirements for the major, and a two-semester sequence of research seminars. These are
Honors Thesis 497 I (seminar) and Honors Thesis 497 II (tutorial), in which students prepare a
thesis of approximately thirty to forty pages. Upon admission to the program, honors students
are responsible for arranging with a faculty mentor to guide their thesis research and writing,
normally completed in the senior year. Honors students may, at the discretion of their mentors
and upon approval of the directors of undergraduate and graduate studies, participate in a
relevant graduate seminar or seminars. Honors students who complete the thesis and attain a
minimum GPA of 3.33 in the major will graduate with Honors in history.

Directions: To apply, fill out the application below and bring it with you to the Director
of Undergraduate Studies.
Name ________________________________ Person Number ___________________
UB email _____________________________

Phone __________________________

Current address: _________________________________________________________
Academic Year in which you expect to write the honors thesis: ________________
What ideas do you have at this time regarding the subject of your honors thesis? (A thesis
plan is not required for admission to the Honors Program.)
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Possible faculty mentor: _______________________________________
Department records
Date received: __________ Semester began thesis: _________ Mentor: ____________
Thesis subject or title ______________________________________________________

