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Open Call for Fall 2026  
“One and Many Chairs” exhibition 

 
University at Buffalo 
Department of Art, Lower Gallery 
B45 Center for the Arts 
Buffalo, NY 14260 
 
Contact: Whitney Kehl Chamberlain,  
Art Resource Manager, 716-645-0525 
whitneyk@buffalo.edu  
 
Overview: The Department of Art has a history of 
challenging notions of artistic tradition and mediums. 
With a precedent of “cradle to grave” exhibitions that 
invite participants to transform antiquated 
equipment into art, we present an invitation for 
works that recycle wood and imitation leather study 
chairs, formerly used in Lockwood Library, that were 
slated for disposal by the University, and adopted by 
the Department of Art.  
 
Submission: Open starting April 1, 2026 Steps: 

1. Request a chair using the form: https://forms.gle/CV83LfLM752cSW1W7  
2. Schedule with the Art Resource Manager for a pickup time at the Center for the Arts. Last 

Day to request and pickup a chair is Saturday, August 1.  
3. Return your chair by Monday, August 10, 2026 

  
Eligibility: Open to all artists in all media. Applicants must agree to return the chair as a 
transformed work of art, or return it in original form, if they decide to not participate after all. 
  
Process for Selection: A limited quantity (40) chairs will be issued. 20 of the chairs will be reserved 
for UB students enrolled in an Art class as of 2026. Up to more 20 chairs will be made available to 
students beyond this number, UB faculty/staff, and community members, on a first come first 
serve basis. All artists who receive a chair will have their finished work included in the exhibition. 
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Media Specifications: Participating artists will be issued 1 retired study chair from UB’s Lockwood 
Library. (Original dimensions: approx.. 18x18x30 inches.) At least 50% of the original chair’s 
materials must still be present in the final product. Chairs may be deconstructed, and/or added to 
with any artistic medium deemed fit by the participant. Maximum depth/width of 40 inches for 
finished works. Maximum height of 10 feet, keeping in mind that work must be stable freestanding. 
With questions, contact Whitney.   
  
Entry Fee: There is no entry fee. Only a chair will be provided. Artists must cover their own 
expenses for their re-makes of their issued chair. 
  
Exhibition Dates: Opening Reception: Thursday, September 3rd, 2026. Full exhibition dates TBA 
 
References and Inspiration for the exhibition:  

- Joseph Kosuth (1945-) 
One and Three Chairs, 1965 
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/81435  

- Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council’s “90 Painted Chair” program 
https://www.pittsburghmagazine.com/90-painted-chairs-
auction-offers-one-of-a-kind-parking-chairs/ 

- “Mayor Tom Murphy Parking Chair”, created by Tim Menees, a 
political cartoonist for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, purchased by 
Tom Murphy and donated to the Heinz History Center (a 
Smithsonian museum).  

- Hugh Hayden (1983-) 
Briar Patch, 2018, a set of six carved wooden school chairs with attached desks. Numerous 
long, twisting branches extend out of them, nearly engulfing the sculpture.(At White 
Columns gallery, NYC) 

- UB School of Architecture and Planning uses reclaimed materials for “Objects of Affection”, 
furniture outfitting the Medina Triennial Hub https://www.buffalo.edu/news/news-
releases.host.html/content/shared/university/news/ub-reporter-
articles/stories/2025/09/medina-triennial-hub.detail.html  

 
--------------- 
The University at Buffalo Department of Art is an interdisciplinary art school offering, BA, BFA, and MFA degrees. For 
more information about our programs, galleries, faculty, and events, see here: https://arts-
sciences.buffalo.edu/art.html 


