


Departmental News ... 
BIO 201, Cell Biology undergoes 

extensive redevelopment 

Having recently completed the redevelopment of 
BIO 200, the Department of Biological Sciences 
has undertaken the process of redeveloping BIO 
201 with the goals of increasing the number and 
relevance of the labs; better preparing students for 
upper division courses in the major; and improving 
articulation with other schools in the SUNY system. 
Dr. Lara Hutson is coordinating this effort. 

In spring 2014 we rolled out a new lab program with 
9 labs, ranging from classic to cutting-edge. The 
new labs are designed not only to enhance critical 
thinking skills, but also require extensive data 
analysis and interpretation. In spring 2015 we will 
be adding one additional lab. Because of the 
increase in the number of labs without a 
concomitant increase in resources, we also 
developed a virtual lab program that directly mirrors 
the traditional "wet" labs for students in majors that 
do not require a hands-on lab experience. Although 
there is quite a bit of excitement in the scientific 
community surrounding virtual labs, their value is 
so far essentially untested. We therefore assessed 
learning in virtual vis-a-vis traditional labs, finding 
that learning gains in the two types of labs were 
nearly identical. We will continue and expand on 
these assessments in spring 2015 to continue to 
improve both virtual and traditional labs and to 
inform the broader conversation pertaining to virtual 
labs at UB and beyond. 

The virtual labs will take place in a new computer 
laboratory that has just been completely outfitted 
with 24 new Dell Optiplex all-in-one computers with 
23" full HD display and touch screens, new tables 
and chairs, and an updated audio-visual system. 
This facility will be operational in time for the start of 
the spring 2015 semester. The vast majority of the 
cost of this lab was funded by donations from 
friends and alumni to our departmental account, 
administered by the University at Buffalo 
Foundation. These generous contributions will 

enhance the undergraduate learning experience 
and, thanks to our loyal donors, confirms our 
mission of providing a high-quality education. 

Cooke Hall Tower 

The Department recently acquired an unusual gift 
- an oil painting of the man whose name is on the 
building , Walter Platt Cooke. The portrait of Mr. 
Cooke hung in the administrative offices of HSBC 
Bank in downtown Buffalo 11!!!~~~-­
until its closure. It was then 
donated to University 
Archives and stored there 
until someone from that 
office recommended that it 
be placed in a prominent 
yet safe spot inside the 
building. The painting now 
resides in a protective 
glass case in the main 
hallway. Mr. Cooke was a _____ __::::::::.J 

lawyer, financier, and civic 
leader and served on the University Council from 
1920 to 1931 . He was responsible for bringing 
Samuel Capen to UB as Chancellor and is 
credited with spurring the development of both the 
physical campus and the College of Arts and 
Sciences as a distinct entity. To read more about 
Mr. Cooke click here. Welcome home Mr. Cooke. 
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http://www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/featured-stories.host.html/content/shared/university/news/ub-reporter-articles/stories/2014/February/polar_bears_warm.detail.html


http://www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/archive/2011_02_10/amborella
http://www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/research/news.host.html/content/shared/university/news/ub-reporter-articles/stories/2014/June/cell_traffic_jams.detail.html






http://youtu.be/sqgVt0MvFCE




http://biology.buffalo.edu/bgsa/Symposium_2014_photos.pptx


http://biology.buffalo.edu/2014_Honor_Symposium.pptx









