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Jonas Adams
Curriculum vitae
Ph.D. Candidate | Department of Sociology and Criminology | University at Buffalo
Email: jonasada@buffalo.edu 


Education

2024	MA, Sociology, University at Buffalo, SUNY

2021	BA, Sociology, cum laude, Hobart and William Smith Colleges

Interests

Urban Sociology, Environmental Sociology, Political Ecology, Theory, Historical Sociology

Publications

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles

Adams, Jonas. Forthcoming. “Reporting Revitalization: Local Newspaper Portrayals of Economic Change in a Small Rustbelt City.” Urban Affairs Review.

Adams, Jonas. 2025. “Becoming Uniquely Urban: A Small City’s Socio-Environmental Development Since 1945.” City & Community 24(4): 289-311.

Policy Reports

Creighton, Cathy, Steve Peraza, Rusty Weaver, Jonas Adams, J Coley, Julia Schoonover, and Grace Sementilli. 2024. The Status of Child Care in New York State. Cornell Industrial and Labor Relations (ILR) Buffalo Co-Lab. Link.

Work Under Review

Adams, Jonas, and Tucker Reyes. “Litigating Rationality: Defining Environmental Legal Compliance in a Case of Contested Urban Development” (revise and resubmit at Law & Policy)

Working Papers

Adams, Jonas. “What is a Parkway, anyway? Legal Classifications of ‘City’ and ‘Nature’ in the Conflicts Over an Ambiguous Urban Space Since 1868” 

Adams, Jonas. “A Cure for the Congested City? Metaphors and Materialities of Illness in the Historical Making of a Rustbelt Road”

Adams, Jonas. “Buffalo, NY as Laboratory? Rethinking Frederick Law Olmsted and the Chicago School in a Historical Case of Urban Ecological Design” 

Adams, Jonas and Ervin Kosta. “Nature’s Downtown: Landscape Revalorization and Small City Growth in the Rustbelt”

Reyes, Tucker, Jonas Adams, and Derek Cardamone. “‘Stop the Metro!’ Automobilist Realism and the 60-year Fight Against Rapid Transit in the 20-Minute City”

Adams, Jonas, Jordan Fox, and Patrick Greiner. “Where does Environmental Sociological Data come from, really? A Review of Existing Literature and an Argument for a Post-Positivist Agenda”

Conference Activity
					          
2026	Presenter (with Tucker Reyes). “Litigating Rationality: Defining Environmental Legal Compliance in a Case of Contested Urban Development.” American Sociological Association (ASA) annual meeting. New York, NY.

2026	Presenter. “Envisioning ‘City’ and ‘Nature’ Across Three Moments of Roadway Development in Buffalo, NY.” American Sociological Association (ASA) annual meeting. New York, NY.

2026	Presenter (with Ervin Kosta). “Nature’s Downtown: Regional Landscape Revalorization and Small City Growth in the Rustbelt.” Environmental Sociology mini conference at the Eastern Sociological Society (ESS) annual meeting. Washington, D.C.

2025	Presenter. “No Toxic Tunnel: Legal Mobilization and Growth Politics in Buffalo, NY’s Kensington Highway Redevelopment.” Law & Society Association (LSA) annual meeting. Chicago, IL

2025	Presenter. “Where does Environmental Sociological data come from, really? A Review of Existing Literature and an Argument for a Post-Positivist Agenda” American Sociological Association (ASA) annual meeting. Chicago, IL.

2025	Organizer. Urban Sociology Regular Session. American Sociological Association (ASA) Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL.
     
2025	Presider. “Agents and Structures of Urban Change.” American Sociological Association (ASA) Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL. 		

2024 	Presenter. “The Uniquely Local City of Visitors: Media Reimaginations of City Experiences and Community for Growth.” Community and Urban Sociology Section (CUSS) of the American Sociological Association (ASA) virtual mini conference: Building Communities in Research and Practice.  

2024	Presenter. “Uniquely Urban? A Small City’s Socio-Environmental Development Since 1945.” American Sociological Association (ASA) annual meeting. Montreal, QC.

2023	Presenter. “Producing Environmental Ignorance in Urban Change Processes.” American Sociological Association (ASA) annual meeting. Philadelphia, PA.

Campus/Departmental Talks
					          			          
2026	Presenter. “Future Projections of ‘City’ and ‘Nature’ in the Making of a Rust Belt Road.” The Milton Plesur Conference: A Celebration of Interdisciplinary Scholarship & Cross-Departmental Conversations. Department of History, University at Buffalo, SUNY.

2025	Presenter. “To Restore, Repave, or Remain the Same? The Socio-Environmental History and Potential Future of a Rustbelt Expressway.” Graduate Student Research Symposium. Department of Sociology and Criminology, University at Buffalo, SUNY. 

2025	Panel Co-Presider. “Department of Sociology at 100: Celebrating Our Place in WNY.” University at Buffalo, SUNY

2025	Presenter. “No Toxic Tunnel: Legal Mobilization and Growth Politics in Buffalo, NY’s Kensington Highway Redevelopment.” Perspectives on Urban Life, Society, and Environment (PULSE). Department of Sociology, University at Buffalo, SUNY.

2024	Presenter. “The Uniquely Local City of Visitors: Media Representations of Urban Experience and Community for Growth.” Urban Works-In-Progress (UWIP) Group. Department of Sociology, University at Buffalo, SUNY.

2024	Presenter. “Becoming Uniquely Urban: A Small City’s Socio-Environmental Development Since 1945.” Graduate Student Research Symposium. Department of Sociology and Criminology, University at Buffalo, SUNY.

2022	Presenter. “Modernity, Development and Collaborative Design.” Creative Collaborations: Social Design and Management. Department of Retail Design, ELISAVA School of Design and Engineering. Barcelona, Spain.

Teaching Experience

Courses Taught: University at Buffalo, SUNY
Introduction to Sociology (Summer 2024, 2025, 2026; Winter 2025, 2026) 
Cinematic Sociology (Fall 2024)
Sociology of City Life (Spring 2025)
Social Research Methods (Fall 2025)

Courses as Teaching Assistant: University at Buffalo, SUNY
Social Change (Fall 2022)
Classical Sociological Theory (Spring 2023)
Cinematic Sociology (Spring 2023)
Environment and Society (Fall 2023)
Crime and Popular Culture (Fall 2023)
Criminal Justice Systems (Spring 2024)
Gender and Crime (Spring 2024)
Urban Schools and Communities (Fall 2026)

Research Experience

Research Assistant
2023	Baldy Law and Policy Center, University at Buffalo, SUNY. “Documenting Chester: The Story of Environmental Justice in Chester, PA.” Link.

Book Editor
2022	Malvar, Carmen. Collaborative Social Design with Mexican Indigenous Communities: Critical Craft and Transformative Practices. New York, NY: Routledge. Link.

Service to Profession 

Reviewer	
Human Ecology Review, City & Community.

Professional Associations
2022-Present 	American Sociological Association (ASA); Sections: Community and Urban Sociology, Environmental Sociology

2026-Present	Eastern Sociological Society (ESS) 	

Service to University 
   
2026-2027	Peer Mentor. Department of Sociology and Criminology. University at Buffalo, SUNY

Elected Positions
2023 – 2025	Graduate Student Liaison. Department of Sociology and Criminology. University at Buffalo, SUNY

2024 – 2025	President. Sociology Graduate Student Association (SGSA). University at Buffalo, SUNY	

2023 – 2024	Vice President. Sociology Graduate Student Association (SGSA). University at Buffalo, SUNY

Honors, Awards, and Fellowships

2026	Adeline Gordon Levine Excellence in Teaching Award, Honorable Mention

2025	Nathalie Devine Howe Award for Outstanding Scholarship ($750)

2024	Good Citizen Award, Department of Sociology, University at Buffalo, SUNY

2023	Cornell Industrial and Labor Relations (ILR) Buffalo Co-Lab, Childcare Research Fellowship ($5,000)
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